
Phylum: Mollusca 
Class: Bivalvia (Subclass: Heterodonta)  
Order: Veneroida 
(Superfamily: Dreissenoidae) Family: Dreissenidae 
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Temperature Tolerance 
 

10 to 35oC 
 

Salinity Range  
 

0 to 27 ppt 
Size  
 

Average size is 25 mm 

Habitat 
 

Found in shallow, sheltered   
waters of coastal lagoons and 
estuaries. Settles on to hard  
vertical surfaces (natural or    
artificial) and is able to shed its 
byssal threads and re-attach to 
other surfaces. 

Larval Period 
 

Larvae develops within a day and then settlement occurs. 

Distribution (Bioregions) 
 

Native: 7, 9     Introduced:  10, 13, 14, 16, 18 (Darwin, 
Australia—was eradicated). 

Synonymised Taxa 
 

Congeria hoeblichi Schütt, 1989           Dreissenia moerchiana Dunker, 1855 
Dreissena domingensis Récluz, 1852          Dreissenia pfeifferi Dunker, 1855 
Dreissena gundlachii Dunker, 1855  Dreissenia rossmaessleri Dunker, 1855 
Dreissena mörchiana Dunker, 1855                Dreissenia sallei Dunker, 1855 
Dreissena sallei Récluz, 1849               Tichogonia domingensis Kuster, 1889     
Tichogonia pfeifferi Dunker, 1853           Tichogonia gundlachi Kuster, 1889 
Tichogonia riisei Dunker, 1853             Tichogonia moerchiana Kuster, 1889 
Tichogonia rossmaessleri Dunker, 1853        Tichogonia sallei Dunker, 1853 
Congeria gundlachi Dall, 1898     Mytilus domningensis Reeve, 1858 
Congeria rossmasessleri Dall, 1898            Mytilus morchianus Reeve, 1858 
Congeria sallei Dall, 1898                           Mytilus rossmassleri Reeve, 1858 
Dreissena pfeiferi Fischer, 1858                             Mytilus sallei Reeve, 1858 
Dreissena riisei Dunker, 1855 
Dreissena roosmassleri Fischer, 1858 

Mytilopsis sallei 
Black striped mussel 

Listed 
 

 CCIMPE 
 WA species of concern 
 Woodside 
 BHP Billiton — Outer     

Harbour Development 
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Key Features 
 

 Rarely seen as an individual. This is a cluster coloniser; 
 Valves are varied in colouration. They may range from 

black through to light colours; 
 Younger animals can have a zig-zag pattern of contrasting 

dark and light colours; 
 Valves are fragile with no radial ribs but fine concentric 

cords are present. Periostracum may appear as           
translucent, white, blue-ish grey or medium brown. The 
periostracum is thin, but not fragile; 

 Umbos are terminal and hook towards the ventral side; 
 The bivalve is mytiliform in shape. It is inequivalve. The 

right valve is larger and overlaps the left valve; 
 Ligament is opisthodetic and parivincular; 
 Has a shelf-like septum and a hook-shaped apophysis. 

The apophysis is well developed and extends to twice 
the length of the septum; 

 The hinge plate is high and has a high nymph; 
 Byssal gland present and secretes byssal threads. Byssal 

notch is well developed and more pronounced in the right 
valve; 

 The posterior (adductor and retractor) muscle scar        
extends to the posterior limit of the nymph. The anterior 
adductor muscle attaches to the septum and the anterior 
retractor muscle attaches to the apophysis; 

 Valves are dull in colouration inside. However, the pallial 
line and posterior muscle scars are glossy. 

 

Mytilopsis sallei 
Black striped mussel 
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Septum 

Apophysis 
Right valve 

overlaps 
the left 
valve 

Umbo hooks 
towards the 
ventral side 
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