
Potamocorbula amurensis 
Asian clam 

Phylum: Mollusca 
Class: Bivalvia (Subclass: Heterodonta) 
Order: Myoida 
(Superfamily: Myoidea) Family: Corbulidae 
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Temperature Tolerance 
 

8 to 23oC 
 

Salinity Range  
 

0-35 ppt 
 

Size  
 

20-30 mm in length 

Habitat 
 

Buries itself in sediment types such as 
mud, peat, clay, sand and a mix of 
these. Only ½ to ⅔ of the bivalve is 
exposed above the sediment and   
attaches to loose small rocks with 
byssal threads. Mostly found in the 
subtidal zone, occasionally              
intertidally. Can be found in regions 
ranging from temperate to the    
tropics. Is able to survive in polluted 
areas. 

Larval Period 
 

Larvae spend 17-19 days in plankton form before      
settlement. 

Distribution (Bioregions) 
 

Native: 16 Introduced:  15 

Synonymised Taxa 
 

Corbula amplexa (for P. ustulata) Adams, 1862 
Corbula frequens (for P. ustulata)  Yokoyama, 1922 
Corbula labiata (for P. ustulata) Reeve, 1844 
Corbula pustulosa (for P. ustulate) Yokoyama, 1922 
Corbula ustulata  (for P. ustulata) Reeve, 1844 
Corbula vladivostokensis (for P. ustulata) Bartsch, 1929 
Corbula amurensis Schrenck, 1861 
Corbula sematensis Yokoyama, 1922 
Potamocorbula amurensis takatuayamaensis Ando, 1965 

List 
 

 CCIMPE 
 WA species of concern 
 Woodside 
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Potamocorbula amurensis 

Asian clam 

Key Features 
 

 The external surface of the valves varies from tan, 
white to yellow; 

 The external valves are thin and smooth in texture. 
 The external surface has concentric growth rings,    

radiating from the anterior; 
 Young specimens are covered in a thin membrane, 

which becomes wrinkled around the margins as the 
animal gets older; 

 The bivalve is equilateral; 
 Valves are inequivalve. The right valve is larger than 

(and over laps) the left valve; 
 The posterior is pointed compared with the rounded 

margin of the anterior. This accommodates the pallial 
sinus. There is a prominent keel at the dorsal-
posterior side of the left valve which extends slightly; 

 Ligament is internal and is housed by the             
chondrophore (which projects below the hinge on 
the left valve) and the resilium of the right valve; 

 No hinge teeth; 
 Musculature is isomyarian; 
 The inner valve is chalky white; 
 The siphons are brown, short and fused. 
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Anterior adductor 
muscle scar 
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Chondrophore 

Resilium containing 
the internal ligament. 

Wrinkled thin 
membrane around 

the margins 

Right valve    
overlaps the left 

valve 


